Culture Guides

UK update – 30 June 2014
Wrexham

· New Development Officer, Janina Kuczys, recruited to oversee Culture Guides activity in Wrexham and Torfaen.
· Second local partner group meeting held on 9 June with representatives of:

· Wrexham Borough Council (local authority / municipality)

· This Project (arts social enterprise)

· Oriel Wrecsam (gallery and arts venue)

· Mind Cymru (national association for mental health)

· Three Culture Guides, Gina Conlan, Dylan Hellyn and Katie Brute, recruited through personal recommendation.

· Topic of Culture Guides in Wrexham is to encourage people to cross boundaries into artistic spaces, both figuratively in opening themselves up to a different experiences and literally, cross the thresholds of galleries, theatres and other arts venues.

· Culture Guides to spend the summer scoping their local area for suitable groups of end-users and potential creative cultural activities, line managed by Janina and supported by the local partner group.
Torfaen

· New Development Officer, Janina Kuczys, recruited to oversee Culture Guides activity in Wrexham and Torfaen.
· Second local partner group meeting held on 9 June with representatives of:

· Torfaen Borough Council (local authority / municipality)

· Llantarnam Grange Arts Centre (applied arts venue)

· Theatre Ffynon (disability theatre company)

· Ancient Cwmbran Society (voluntary heritage society)

· Congress Theatre (theatre venue)

· One Culture Guide, Rhydian Mason, recruited through public call for volunteers. Other potential volunteers in discussions.

· Topic of Culture Guides in Torfaen is to link people with their built heritage through arts participation activities.

· Culture Guides to spend the summer scoping their local area for suitable groups of end-users and potential creative cultural activities, line managed by Janina and supported by the local partner group.

St Helens

· Laraine Winning, Voluntary Arts England Development Officer North, overseeing Culture Guides activity in St Helens and Faversham.

· Partner agencies already interested in participating in the project and possibly in the steering group, include: 
· Hub Centre
· Helena Partnerships
· Library Network
· Leonard Cheshire Disability
· Ten Culture Guides recruited to champion the arts and improve levels of engagement across St Helens. 
· Priority groups are:
· the elderly;
· unemployed people;
· disabled people;
· BME communities;
· isolated/lonely people; and
· those suffering with addiction or health issues.
· Focus for Culture Guides activities to include: 
· scoping and populating an onlinedatabase of local arts opportunities;
· arts awareness/appreciation and visits;
· media and user-generated content 9end usersd will have the opportunity to contribute to BBC radio Merseyside programming radio programming in the form of art reviews, critiques and feedback sessions); and 
· development of arts fairs for local awareness possibly held at Heart of Glass as an annual event.
· Links to be developed with arts organisations who already have volunteer opportunities, such as the library network, museums/galleries, Heart of Glass, third sector organisations and charities (Age Concern, Housing Associations) art umbrella bodies/guilds and artform specific projects.
Faversham

· Culture Guides in Faversham to come on board in September following the start of newly recruited Voluntary Arts England Development Officer South East, Katie Rees.

· Topic of Culture Guides in Faversham will be traditional maritime crafts.
Pilot course

· Pilot course to be held in Birmingham delayed from 19 and 20 June to 22 and 23 July for a number of personal and practical reasons.
· Programme previously circulated, with the addition of:
· best-practice processes and procedures for managing volunteers;
· discussion around accreditation;
· exit strategy and legacy planning; and
· promotional materials.
Valorisation

· Culture Guides t-shirts and lanyards produced ready for pilot course.

· Facebook page set up at https://www.facebook.com/groups/533636160091364 and tweeting #cultureguides.
Other

· Additional funding bid made to the Arts Council of Wales Lottery funding programme for series of training sessions geared towards Culture Guides, including creative skills transmission, being inclusive, mapping creative cultural activity in your locality, and mentoring creative cultural groups.
